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Vowel Contraction 
 
  a ai e ei h h/ o ou oi w 
 a a a/ a a/ a a/ w w w/ w 
 e h h/ ei ei h h/ ou ou oi w 
 o w w/ ou oi w oi ou ou oi w 
 
 Make observations, e.g., for a, a + o-sound = w, a + others = a. 
 
 
 
Rules (from the contracted) 
 
1. ou is formed by eo, oe, and oo. 
 Ex. poiou'men = poie + omen 
 
2. ei is formed by ee. 
 Ex. poiei'te = poie + ete 
 
3. w is formed by almost any combination of o/w with any other vowel, except for rule #1. 
 Ex. ajgapw'si = ajgapa + ousi = ajgapa + onsi 
 
4. a is formed by ae. 
 Ex. ajgapa'/ = ajgapa + ei 
 
5. h is formed by ea. 
 Ex. poieh'/'/ = poie + h/ = poie + eai = poie + esai 
 
6. oi is formed by oei. 
 Ex. plhroi'ß = plhro + eiß 
 
7. Contraction with diphthongs 
 a. If contract vowel = first vowel of diphthong, they simplify: ei = e + ei, ou = o + ou 
  Ex. poiei'ß = poie + eiß 
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 b. If contract vowel ≠ first vowel of diphthong, they contract: ou = e + ou 
  (If second vowel of diphthong = iota, it subscripts; otherwise it drops off.) 
  Ex. poiou'si = poie + ousi 
 
8. Contract verbs contract as if the true personal endings are those visible in the present 

indicative. 
 
 
 
 
Alternative Rules (from the uncontracted) 
 
1. Two like vowels form their common long vowel 
  a + a = a 
 Exceptions: e + e = ei o + o = ou 
 
2. An o or w will overcome an a, e or h regardless of their order, and form w. 
  a + o = w o + a = w 
 Exceptions: e + o = ou o + e = ou 
 
3. If a comes before e/h, they contract to a. If e/h comes before a, they contract to h. 
  a + e/h = a e/h + a = h 
 
4. When a single vowel is followed by a diphthong that begins with the same vowel, the 

two similar vowels simplify and the second vowel remains the same. 
  o + ou = ou a + a/ = a/ 
 
5. When a single vowel is followed by a diphthong that begins with a different vowel, the 

single vowel and the first vowel of the diphthong contract according to the regular rules. 
If the third vowel is an upsilon it will drop off. If it is an iota it will subscript. 

  a + ou = w e + ou = ou 
 Exceptions: o + ei = oi o + h/ = oi 
 
 
Examples: 
 
 ajgapa + onsi = ajgapa + ousi = ajgapw'si 
 poie + esai = poie + eai = poie + h/ = poieh'/ 
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Contract Verbs – Present Indicative 
 
 
 
  Active  Mid/Pas  
 a-w ajgapw' a-omai ajgapw'mai 
 a-eiß ajgapa/'ß a-h/ ajgapa/' 
 a-ei ajgapa/' a-etai ajgapa'tai 
 a-omen ajgapw'men a-omeqa ajgapwvmeqa 
 a-ete ajgapa'te a-esqe ajgapa'sqe 
 a-ousi ajgapw'si(n) a-ontai ajgapw'ntai 
 
 
 e-w poiw' e-omai poiou''mai 
 e-eiß poiei'ß e-h/ poih/' 
 e-ei poiei' e-etai poiei'tai 
 e-omen poiou'men e-omeqa poiouvmeqa 
 e-ete poiei'te e-esqe poiei'sqe 
 e-ousi poiou'si(n) e-ontai poiou'ntai 
 
 
 o-w plhrw' o-omai plhrou'mai 
 o-eiß plhroi'ß o-h/ plhroi' 
 o-ei plhroi' o-etai plhrou'tai 
 o-omen plhrou'men o-omeqa plhrouvmeqa 
 o-ete plhrou'te o-esqe plhrou'sqe 
 o-ousi plhrou'si(n) o-ontai plhrou'ntai 
 
 


